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The titles of selections to be performed and sung are not listed for a 
number of reasons . The cast members are alternating nights on some 
selections and as this program goes to the printer it is beginning to 
look as if the program context may vary from night to night. We are all 
having such a good time playing around with it that we just may 
continue our alterations throughout the run. Suspense is a good 
theatrical device, so be in suspense as to what's coming next. You 
can't read in the dark anyway. 
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A Note on Tonight's Production 
Work began on finding and copying material representative of Ameri-
can humor many months ago. It became apparent quite early that the 
problem was not going to be finding material, but deciding what 
material to use. When rehearsals began we had over four and a half 
hours of selections, not including songs. With great pain we dis-
carded piece after piece and author after author. Screams of anguish 
arose as cast members saw favorite selections being pared away. That 
which is left cannot truly represent all aspects of what has made this 
country laugh in the last two hundred years. We think it does reveal, 
however, the type of humor that has been most popular with the great-
est number of people. As might be expected, much of it falls in the 
category of "folk" humor, though the literary is represented with 
material from such divergent sources as Mark Twain and Dorothy 
Parker. The fact that we tend to laugh the hardest when laughing at 
ourselves is quite noticeable throughout. The research involved in the 
preparation of tonight's program also revealed that humor in writing, 
tale-telling, and music has been an important part of American life 
since before we became a nation. It has, perhaps, saved us from 
taking ourselves too seriously; that is, of course, as healthy for a 
nation as it is for an individual. We are, however, not here tonight to 
instruct you, but to entertain you . Please feel free to laugh out loud 
"right here durin' the meetin'." 
Robert E. Ericson 
Special Note: The grand opening of the Spec ial Events Center is 
planned for March 10-13. The feature producti on wi ll be the mus ical 
"Celebrat ion ," a joint ef fort of the departments of music and theatre 
arts. 
